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APOCALYPSE. 

3Icssrs.  Editors — Tlic  oiiiiiiun,  that  the 
hook  of  Hcvelatioii  refers  to  the  Jewish 
thurch  and  jiolity,  and  wus  nil  fulfilled  in 
the  ajiostolic  age,  apocars  to  be  gaining 
ground  in  our  denoininution.  Several  have 
expressed  their  opinions  to  this  etleet. — 
Tliey  think  that  it  cannot  be  applied  to  the 
Catholics,  as  they  are  no  more  tlie  subjects 
oftlic  kingdoai  of  unti-clirist  than  the  Pro¬ 
testants.  Ilut  wc  should  not  hastily  tni- 
hrace  any  new  theory,  in  religion,  without 
carefully  examining  its  various  parts,  and 
comparing  them  with  the  sacred  text.  In 
avoiding  the  errors  and  extremes  of  Orthc~ 
doxy,  there  is  danger  that  we  run  into  the 
extremes  of  Heterodoxy. 

In  No.  31,  Mil.  i.,  new  scries,  of  t!ie 
Magaiinc  and  .\dvocate,  1  read  a  long  coiu- 
municatioii  from  the  pen  of  J.  W.  11.  on 
the  above  subject.  11  is  method  of  inter¬ 
preting  the  book,  by  paralleling  it  with  the 
gospels,  appears  |wssiblo;  but,  nevei  theless, 
it  is  attended  with  insuperable  ditlieulties 
and  objections. 

The  writer  attaches  much  importance  to 
the  phrases,  "behold  I  cotne  quiel:!y." — 

To  show  viilo  his  servants,  the  things 
which  most  shortly  come  to  pass,^'  8cc.,  in 
determining  the  time  when  the  whole  book 
was  to  be  hilfilled.  He  says,  “it  related 
solely  to  events  then  near  at  hand.”  Again, 
“this  revelation  was  all  to  bo  accomplished 
during  tlie  apostolic  age.”  Again,  “  that 
all  the  succeeding  preilictions  were  also  to 
1)6  accomplished  immediately,  we  shall  now 
proceed  to  show.”  Again,  “  wc  sliall  not 
attempt  to  point  out  the  historical  accom¬ 
plishment  of  these  predictions,  but  merely 
to  show  that  they  are  all  to  be  accomplishcil 
in  the  apostolic  age,  by  parallel  precliclions 
in  the  Evangelist^,”  Here  the  reader  is  re¬ 
quested  to  keep  in  mind  the  stateiisent,  that 
all  the  predictions  in  the  book  of  Hcvelation, 
were  to  be  fulfilled  while  the  apostles  were 
on  earth,  or,  at  least,  in  that  generation ; 
for  wc  shall  show  that  the  v.i;tcr  repeatedly 
contradicts  these  statements,  in  his  subse- 
que.it  remarks;  and,  also,  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  that  the  whole  book  could  be  ful¬ 
filled  at  that  time.  The  writer  supposes 
that  the  Iwok  was  written  before  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Jerusalem.  So  does  Dr.  Newton. 
But  is  that  any  proof  that  it  was  all  fulfilled 
in  that  generation  ?  Bishop  New  ton  did  not 
so  consider  it ;  neither  does  it  necessarily 
follow.  Indeed,  the  many  Hebraisms  it 
contains,  and  the  frequent  allusions  to  the 
Jewish  temple,  are  no  proof  that  the  temple 
was  then  standing;  as  John  wrote  his  book 


on  the  i.sh;  of  I'at.nos,  and  must  have  refer¬ 
red  to  things  he  had  seen,  nut  that  he  did 
t.'icn  see.  Hence,  if  he  designed  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  of  anti¬ 
christ,  he  could  as  well  lay  the  scene  in  the 
Hebrew  temple,  after  it  was  destroyed  as 
before.  Who  can  suppose  that  the  souls  of 
the  apostles  lay  literally  slain  under  an  al¬ 
ter  in  the  temple?  Paul,  in  his  epistle  to 
the  Hebrews,  makes  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  the  Jewish  teni])lc,  sacrifices.  Sec.,  a 
ty[)n  of  the  spiritual  Jerusalem,  Canaan, 
li:c.  yee  also  his  allegory  of  the  bond  wo¬ 
man,  and  the  free  woman.  Now,  if  the 
revelator  made  the  Hebrew  temple,  in  any 
sense,  a  type  of  Christ’s  s|)iritual  kingdom, 
then,  the  book  cannot  be  fulfilled  until 
Christ's  kingdom  closes  on  the  earth,  or  is 
delivered  Uj>  to  Cud,  the  Father.  >^ce  Rev. 
chap.  v.  But  w  hen  was  the  book  written  ? 
The  writer  w  ill,  doubtless,  admit  that  it  was 
written  shortly  hi  fire  the  destruction  of  the 
temple.  Br.  T.  W.  says,  “it  jirobably 
w:i.s  written  imnu'diately  l.eforethc  destruc- 
tio;i  of  Jerusalem.  Bishop  Newton  has  the 
same  ujiinion.  Now  is  it  possible  that  all 
the  book  could  have  been  fulfilled,  during  a 
.dx  month  seige ;  or  in  seven  years  of  fa¬ 
mine,  w  hich  are  compared  to  one  week,  in 
t'le  niidjt  of  which  the  daily  sacrifice  and  ob- 
liition  did  cease. ^  Orconld  it  all  be  fulfilled 
in  the  short  period  of  -10  years  ?  ^\  ho  could 
crowd  all  the  events,  revolutions,  piriods 
and  times,  spoken  of  in  the  book,  into  such 
a  narrow  compass?  Has  there  been  no 
jpain,  nor  sorrow,  nor  rrying,  nor  death, 
since  that  awful  catastrophe  ?  It  may  be  re¬ 
plied,  that  it  is  net  contended  that  the  spi¬ 
ritual  [W.rt  of  the  prophecy  was  all  then  fnl- 
filled.  Why  then  state  that  all  the  book 
was  fulfilled,  in  that  generation,  or  dispute 
about  words  without  meaning? 

In  chap,  i :  19,  the  revelator  is  instruct¬ 
ed  to  “  write  the  things  which  he  had  seen, 
and  the  things  which  are,  and  tilings  w  hich 
shall  he  hereafter.'’  Here  are  three  periods 
of  lime,  p.Tst,  present  and  future.  They 
refer  to  what  John  had  seen,  while  in  Ju¬ 
dea  ;  to  what  was  then  taking  place,  wlii'c 
he  was  on  the  isle  of  I’atmos  ;  and  to  what 
was  to  take  place  afii  r  tliat  period.  Hence, 
after  John  had  desia  ibrd,  at  large,  the  apos- 
tacy  of  the  seven  churches  of  Asia,  and  spo¬ 
ken  of  the  things  which  he  had  seen,  in  tlie 
three  first  chapters,  we  read,  “  af  c.*  this,  1 
looked,  and  behold  a  door  tens  opined  in 
heaven  :  and  the  first  voice  which  I  heard, 
was  as  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  talking  vMth 
me  ;  which  said,  rome  up  hither,  and  I  will 
show  thee  things  which  must  be  hereafter,” 
Now  the  words,  after  this,  show  that  the 
revel.Ttor  was  predicting  a  series  of  events 
that  were  to  take  place.  The  heaven,  must 


mean  Christ’s  kingdom  ;  and  the  door,  that 
was  opened,  the  Gospel ;  and  the  things, 
hereajler,  the  events  connected  with  his 
mediatorial  reign.  Observe,  these  things 
were  to  take  place  after  the  door  was  open- 
e  1 ;  and  this  door  was  not  opened  until  Je¬ 
rusalem  was  destroyed.  The  law  is  not 
called  a  door.  Christ  says,  “  I  am  the 
door,”  Again,  “  I  have  set  before  thee  an 
open  door.”  Indeed,  it  is  evident  that 
John  is  predicting  events  ;  in  the  4th  chap¬ 
ter,  and  onward,  which  are  immediately 
connected  with  the  gospel  dispensation  ;  and 
w  Inch  take  place  after  the  close  of  the  legal 
dispensation  ;  and  after  the  door  ivas  open¬ 
ed  in  heaven.  Now,  if  the  Apocalypse  w.ts 
written  by  John,  in  an  advanced  age,  jvsl 
before  the  destruction  of  the  temple,  and  af¬ 
ter  nearly  all  the  apostles  were  put  to  death, 
can  we  suppose  that  all  tlie  things  that 
were  to  be  hereafter,  could  take  [dace  in 
the  apostolic  age,  and  during  the  few  re¬ 
maining  days  of  his  natural  life? 

Again,  the  writer,  whose  remarks  wc  are 
commenting  upon,  attempts  to  show  tlie 
correctness  of  his  application,  by  paralleling 
a  few  texts  from  the  gospels,  with  many  pas¬ 
sages  in  the  Apocalyfise.  I  say  a  feio;  for 
he  had  to  parallel  them  many  times  over, 
in  order  to  make  a  show  of  resemblance  be¬ 
tween  the  hooks.  But  is  this  resemblance, 
between  ten  or  twenty  verses  in  the  gos¬ 
pels,  and  as  many  in  the  Revelation,  any 
evidence  that  they  both  relate  to  the  same 
events  ?  Certainly  not. 

Allow  me  the  privilege  of  thus  paralleling 
Scripture,  and  I  will  prove  that  all  the  pro¬ 
phecies,  gospels,  and  the  revelations  were 
iiilfilled,  w  hen  the  first  temple  was  destroy- 
eil,  and  the  Jews  carrieil  into  captivity  :  or 
I  w  ill  sliow  ihit  the  w  ritings  of  all  the  pro- 
phi  ts  referred  solely  to  the  second  captivity. 
Take  the  following  texts,  which  speak  of 
heaven.  “How  art  thou  fallen  from  hea¬ 
ven.  ()  Lucifer !  sun  of  the  morning.” — 
“.Ml  the  bright  lights  of  heaven  will  I  put 
out.'’  “  The  sun  shall  I  e  darkened,  and 
tlie  moon  shall  not  give  her  light,”  See. — 
Now,  by  ]iar:illeling  these  texts,  we  might 
apply  them  to  the  same  time  and  events, 
than  whieb,  nothing  would  be  more  absurd. 
The  pro])l!i  ls.  Christ,  and  the  apostles,  all 
make  use  of  tb.e  same  metaphors,  tropes  and 
fisurcs,  drawn  f:om  the  sun,  moon  and 
s'ars  ;  the  clouds,  w  inds,  earthquakes  and 
tcinpe'ts ;  lire,  rarth  and  water,  to  illustrate 
their  subjects.  Did  they  all  refer  to  only 
one  event  ? 

To  quote  and  examine  all  the  texts  which 
the  w  riter  has  paralleled,  and  adduce  all 
the  important  passages  that  present  ihim- 
sclvcs  ns  objections  To  Ids  application  of  the 
whole  book  of  Revelation  to  the  Jews. 
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would  swell  this  communication  to  an  enor-  earth,  confined  to  the  ”  land  of  Jud‘'a?''  and  to  say,  “  who  is  like  unto  the  beast] 
mous  size;  entirely  unfit  for  a  weekly  pc-  The  chapter  evidently  refers  to  (icntilcs,  who  is  able  to  make  war  with  him?”  Now 
riodical.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  who  were  idolaters.  The  bottomless  pit  the  Jews  never  possessed  this  powcr.~ 
with  adducint^  from  the  Revelation,  some  of  was,  doubtless,  opened  in  the  Gih  century,  They  were  never  a  universal  monarchy. — 
the  most  prominent  objections  to  his  method  w  hen  Mahometanism  and  popery  arose. —  All  the  world  never  wondered  after  them, 
of  interpreting  the  same.  The  writer  com-  S*ee  Bishop  New  ton,  and  olhe.-s,  on  this  nor  worshipped  them.  Indeed,  they  were, 
mences  his  remarks  on  the  separate  chap-  subject.  The  10th  ehaji.  the  w  ritcr  does  in  general,  tributary  to  other  nations ;  per- 
ters  by  saying,  that  “  the  three  first  chapters  not  attempt  to  explain  ;  but  asserts  ihiit  it  seeuted  and  despised  by  them, 
relate  solely  to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia  ;  was  all  fulfilled  in  that  f^eneration.  No  part  of  the  chapter  can  be  applied  to 

and  it  is  admitted  that  they  treat  of  events  He  next  parallels  two  verses,  in  chap,  that  generation ;  but  the  whole  is  applica- 
then  near  at  hand ;  though  they  arc  suppo-  xi.,  with  two  in  Matt. ;  niul  considers  the  hie  to  Rome,  as  a  comnicring,  warlike  na- 
sed  not  to  be  accomplished  till  after  the  age  temple,  that  was  measured,  lobe  Jerusalem,  lion.  ho  could  make  war  with  Rome] 
of  the  apostles.”  What,  not  till  ///i!er  the  But  did  its  dimensions  agree  with  those  de-  Who  could  overcome  her]  The  beast, 
age  of  the  apostles  ]  How  does  this  agree  scribed  in  another  place  !  He  considers  the  doubtless,  means  Rome,  political ;  and  the 
with  the  sentence  that  immediately  precedes  "  great  city"  to  be  Jerusalem,  and  the  land  image  ef  the  beast,  Rome,  ecclesiastical. — 
it]  “The  revelation  was  all  to  be  accom-  of  Judea,  e.  g.  "the  earth,”  literally  the  In  chap.  17,  we  have  an  exi>lanalion  of  this 
plished  during  the  apostolic  age.”  He  land.  But  1  shall  show,  hereafter,  that  in  beast.  A  woman  (anti-christ,  or  the  Uo- 
adds,  " the  4th  and  5th  chapters  contain  a  this  he  is  mistaken.  Ijct  us  look  at  the  man  church)  is  seen  sitting  on  a  scarlet 
vision  of  the  throne  of  God,  and  the  final  chapter.  Did  the  Gentiles  tread  the  Gen-  coloured  Iniast,  having  seven  heads  and  tea 
eflects  of  the  gosiicl  in  bringing  the  universe  file  court  under  foot  only  forty  and  two  horns.  These  heads  are  seven  hills.  The 
into  his  service;  and  the  6th  commences  months]  That  is,  in  that  generation. —  ten  horns,  ten  kings.  "And  the  woman, 
with  the  opening  of  the  seals,  which  de-  Have  they  not  trodden  it  under  foot  to  this  which  thou  sawest,  is  that  great  city,  which 
scribe  the  troubles  and  commotions  which  day]  Why  did  he  not  tell  us  what  these  for-  reigneth  over  the  kings  of  the  earth.”  Now 
precede  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.” —  ty-two  months  mean ]  And  what  the  thou-  Rome  was  built  upon  seven  hills  ;  divided 
Could  the  writer  find  no  texts  in  the  4th  sand  two  hundred  and  three  score  days  into  ten  provinces,  or  dukedoms;  and  lile- 
and  5th  chapters  to  parallel  ]  Must  head-  mean,  before  the  witnesses  were  slain  ;  and  rally  reigned  over  the  kings  of  the  earth. — 
mitthat  they  refer  to  Christ’s  kingdom  and  the  three  years  and  a  half,  after  they  were  But  did  Jerusalem  ever  reign  over  the  king's 
the  restitution  of  all  things,  notwithstanding  killed  by  the  beast  that  came  out  of  the  io/-  of  the  earth]  Certainly  not.  The  writer 
all  the  book  was  fulfilled  in  that  genera-  tomlcsspit?  Did  the  Jews,  that  dwell  on  calls  Jerusalem  the  "  grcotcit//.”  He  also 
tion?  After  admitting  so  much,  the  writer  the  earth,  (Judea)  rejoice  over  the  Chris-  calls  the  ca/  t/i  "  the  land  of  Judea.”  Let 
comes  back  to  Jerusalem,  and  explains  the  tians,  and  send  gifts  to  one  another,  be-  us  parapliruse  it,  as  he  would  interpret  it. 
six  seals,  in  chap,  vi.,  by  paralleling  them  cause  they  had  tormented  them  that  dwell  "Now  Jcrusalcin  is  that  great  city,  that 
with  three  or  four  verses  in  3Iath.  xxiv\ —  vpon  the  earth,  that  is,  the  "land  of  Jii-  reigneth  over  the  kings  of  the  (earth)  land 
All  the  rest  of  the  chapters  contain  only  dea]”  Could  they  do  this  in  the  scige,  or  of  Judea.”  What,  the  city  reign  over  her 
•‘pictures,  or  visible  representations  of  the  after  they  were  destroyed?  Now  it  is  evi-  own  kings] 

same  subject."  This  is  certainly  an  easy  dent,  that,  as  Christ  compared  Jerusalem  to  Rome  was  called  the  beautiful  city  ;  the 
method  of  interpreting  Scripture ;  as  we  can  Sodom,  so  the  revelator  compares  the  hea-  eternal  city,  Sic.  Mr.  Mann,  the  learned 
select  and  parallel  only  those  texts  w  liicli  then  pcrsccu'.Jis  to  Sodom,  w  ho  put  to  master  of  the  charter-house,  says,  "Jerusa- 
suitour  subject,  and  leap  over,  or  carefully  death  millions  of  Christians,  and  rejected  lein  in  this  book  is  four  times  called  the 
avoid,  all  that  will  not  bend  to  our  purpose,  the  two  witnesses,  (the  Old  and  New  Tes-  "  holy  city.”  The  "great  city,”  is  twelve 
Why  did  not  the  writer  condescend  to  tamerts.)  These  events  could  only  be  ac-  times  reiieatcd  only  of  Baby  Ion,  i.  c.  Rome.” 
explain  to  us  these  seals,  trumpets,  woes,  coni|)lished  din  ing  the /o/ig  reign  of  popery.  Now,  if  (as  the  writer  supposes)  Jerusalem 
vials,  fcte.,  and  to  show  how  they  were  all  and  not  in  that  generation.  is  Mvsticai.  Babylon,  the  Mother  of 

fulfilled  in /Aa<  g-cnerotion.^  He  has  called  The  writer  passes  over  chap.  xii.  and  Harlots,  and  the  Abominations  of  the 
them  pictures,  applicable  to  the  Jews,  and  xiii.  in  silence,  liccause  he  could  nut,  by  his  IIarth,  (i.  c.  Judea,)  who  are  her  dough- 
left  us  to  guess  out  their  meaning.  far-fctclicd  constructions,  apjdy  them  to  ters?  Arc  they  the  Gentiles,  or  the  Phari- 

The  writer  applies  chap.  vii.  to  the  seal-  the  Jews.  Wo  will,  however,  jiropose  a  sees  ]  But,  if  the  beast  is  the  Roman  em- 
ing  of  the  Christians,  ns  the  first  fruits  to  few  qutstions  upon  them.  Are  we  to  un-  pirc;  the  “great  city,"  Rom»;  and  the 
God  and  the  Lamb.  141,000  were  sealed  derstand  by  the  term  heaven,  the  Jewish  “woman"  that  rides  the  beast,  the  church 
or  fled  to  the  mountains.  But  what  will  heaven;  and  by  the  war  in  heaven,  the  or  antichrist ;  then,  the  daughters  are  those 
he  do  with  the  verse  that  follows]  "After  Jewish  war]  If  so,  did  the  Romans  over-  sects  which  sprung  out  of  Rome,  and  rc- 
this,  I  looked,  and  behold  a  great  multitude,  en\nc  t\\c.fc\\s.by  the  blood  of  the  land]  k.c.  tain  her  doctrines  and  practices.  That  this 
which  no  man  could  number,  stood  befoiv  Neither  the  Jews,  nor  the  Christians  did  view  is  correct,  sec  chap,  xviii.  and  xix., 
the  throne,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  overcome  the  Romans  in  that  day.  Was  w  here  the  same  subject  is  continued.  W'e 
people,  and  tongues,”  &c.  These  were  the icomoH,  Mary ;  tliei/rog’oa,  Herod ;  and  there  read,  that,  "the  kings  of  the  earth 

Cliristians.  But  were  there  so  many  Jirst  the  earth,  Judea]  If  so,  ilid  the  land  of  have  committed  fornication  with  her.” — 

fruits  in  the  apostolic  day  ]  Judea  swallow  up  the  flood  ]  Now  it  is  evi-  Does  the  here  mean  Judea]  Did  all 

The  writer  next  parallels  chap,  viii :  5,  dent  that  this  woman  is  the  church ;  the  the  kings  of  the  earth  commit  fornication 
7,  with  Luke  xxi :  25;  and  but  one  verse  man-child,  Christ;  the  heaven,  the  powers  with  the  Jews,  by  embracing  Judaism? 

in  chap,  ix.,  with  one  in  Luke.  And  after  of  light  and  darkness  ;  the  contest,  between  This  can  only  lie  said  of  Rome  ;  they  cm- 

making  one  or  two  passing  remarks,  he  Christ  and  anti-christ ;  and  the  earth,  the  braced  the  Catholic  religion.  How  incon- 

adds,  "then  follows  a  further  description  of  whole  theatre  of  their  actions.  sistent  is  it,  then,  to  state  that  the  "wo- 

the  commotions  of  those  days.  And  chap.  The  13th  chap,  commences  w  ith  the  vi-  man  ’  means  the  Jews,  or  their  city,  after 
X.  brings  us  to  the  time  when  these  things  sion  of  a  beast,  arising  out  of  the  sea,  ha-  which  all  the  world  wondered.  lie  says, 
were  to  be  fulfilled.”  This  is  a  short  me-  ving  seven  heads,  and  ten  horns.  By  the  the  earth  always  means  Judea,  and  the 
thod  indeed  o^xplaining  the  Scriptures. —  context  it  will  be  seen,  that  Daniel's  four  ivorld,  the  Roman  Empire.  If  so,  then  the 
Why  did  not  he  explain  the  bottomless  pit,  beasts,  that  arose  out  of  the  sea,  are  immer-  world  was  able  to  make  war  with  the  beast, 

the  locusts,  which  were  in  number,  ttco  knn-  gsd  in  this  beast;  and  that  they  are  all  ex-  that  is,  the  Jews  ;  and  with  the  woman  that 

dred  thousand  thousand.  Did  the  Jews  plained  by  Daniel's  Interpretation  of  Nebu-  set  on  the  beast,  that  is,  the  "holyci^.” 
worship  idols  of  gold,  and  silver,  and  brass,  chadnezzar's  golden  image.  Power  was  Jerusalem,  and  to  overcome  them.  The 
and  stone,  and  wood  ?  No,  they  were  not  given  to  this  beast  over  all  kiudreds,  and  fact  is,  the  word  earth  is,  in  general,  used 
idolaters.  See  chap.  ix.  Were  the  lo-  nations,  and  tongues;  and  all  that  dwell  to  mean  secular  power  and  authority,  and 
custs,  that  came  out  of  the  smoke  upon  the  upon  the  earth  were  to  worship  this  beast,  is  applied  to  the  Jews  and  Gentiles;  and 
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frequently  to  those  nations,  who  were  in 
subjection  to  the  Romans.  They  constitu¬ 
ted  her  empire,  and  committed  fornication 
with  her,  by  acknowlcdu^inj  her  religion, 
supremacy,  and  infallibility.  But  they  ne¬ 
ver  did  coininit  fornication  with  the  Jewisli 
heavens  or  eartli ;  that  is,  church  or  state. 
Again,  “  all  nations  have  drank  of  the  wine 
of  the  wrath  of  her  fornications.  Can  this 
be  said  of  the  Jews  1  .\gain,  the  merchantu:. 
who  were  decked  witli  fine  linen,  and  pur¬ 
ple,  and  scarlet,  and  gold,  stand  afar  off 
weeping  at  the  fall  of  Babylon.  The  wri¬ 
ter  supposes  that  these  merchants  are  tlie 
rich  man  clad  in  silks,  See.  Thus  he  makes 
the  Jewish  priesthood  trade  with  themselves 
or  commit  fornication  with  the  “  holy  city.” 
VV'e  read,  “  thy  merchants  were  the  great 
men  of  the  earth,  (does  this  mean  Judea?) 
for  by  thy  sorceries  were  all  men  made 
rich.”  Now  Jerusalem  was  not  a  great 
commercial  city.  The  nations  of  the  earth 
(not  Judea)  did  not  become  rich  by  Irer 
delicacies,  nor  weep  and  lament  her  fall. 

(To  be  continued.) 


[For  the  Maffoiine  and  Advocate,] 

RELIGIO\....NO.  III. 

ESSAY  0.\  PKAYER. 

That  the  exercise  of  prayer  is  a  duty,  is 
believed,  perhaps,  by  all  who  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  Scriptures.  The  la¬ 
bor,  therefore,  of  proving  this  fact,  might 
be  spared  ;  but  as  it  is  not  the  general  pratv 
ticc  of  libcr.al  Christians  to  take  things  for 
granted,  I  shall  just  glance  at  some  of  the 
evidences  wliich  go  to  establish  this  point. 

1.  The  Scriptures  recommend  the  prac¬ 
tice,  and  exhort  us  to  the  performance  of  it. 
Thus  Jesus  gave  directions  respecting  the 
proper  manner  of  praying,  furnished  hi< 
disciples  with  a  sample  of  prayer,  and  even 
uttered  a  parable  to  enforce  t!ie  idea  “that 
men  ought  always  to  pray,  and  not  to 
f.iint.”  Says  James  to  his  brethren,  “is 
any  among  you  afflicted  1  let  him  pray.” 

Says  Paul,  “  I  will . that  men  pray  every 

where.”  Again;  “  In  every  thing  by  pr.iy- 
er  and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving,  let 
your  requests  be  made  known  unto  Co  l.” 

2.  We  have  the  example  of  good  men, 
in  all  ages,  for  this  practice.  Witness 
Abraham,  Moses,  David,  Daniel,  and  many 
others,  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  Jesus 
and  his  followers  in  tlic  New.  It  is  record¬ 
ed  of  Jesus,  that  previous  to  his  choosing 
the  twelve  apostles,  “  he  departed  into  a 
mountain  to  pray,  and  continued  all  night 
in  prayer  to  God.”  It  was  just  after  he  had 
been  “praying  in  a  certain  place,”  that  one 
of  his  discijdcs  requested  him  to  teach  them 
to  pray.  After  he  had  risen  from  thadead, 
had  given  his  disciples  orders  to  remain  in 
Jerusalem  till  they  were  endued  with  power 
from  on  high,  and  had  ascended  into  h  a- 
ven,  we  are  informed  tliat  the  disciples 
gathered  themselves  together,  and  for  some 
time,  probably  till  the  day  of  Pen'ecost, 
“continued  with  one  accord  in  prayer  and 
•’application.”  But  passing  over  numerous 
examples  of  prayer  «»flered  by  the  apostles 
®nd  primitive  Christians  on  particular  oc¬ 


casions,  we  only  add  that  Paul,  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  epistles,  assures  his  brethren  that 
he  constantly  made  mention  of  them  in  his 
prayers. 

The  inquiry  now  arises,  W^hat  is  the  use 
of  praj'er  ?  We  answer.  The  use  of  prayer 
is  not,  as  some  have  .supposed,  to  render  the 
Divine  Being  more  favorably  disposed  to¬ 
wards  us ;  not  to  prevail  upon  the  God  of 
heaven  to  grant  us  blessings  which  he  has 
not  previously  determined  t<»  bestow  ;  since 
lie  is,  as  he  ever  has  been,  the  Friend  and 
Father  of  his  creatures,  and  it  was  always 
his  unalterable  determination  to  do  tlie  best 
for  us  tliat  infinite  love  could  dictate.  In 
short,  the  use  of  prayer  is  not  to  produce  a 
change  in  the  mind  of  that  Being  “who  is 
witliout  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning,” 
but  rather  to  effect  a  change  in  vs,  whereby 
we  are  prepared  to  receive  with  more  thank¬ 
fulness,  and  a  higher  degree  of  enjoyment, 
those  blessings  which  are  constantly  flow¬ 
ing  from  his  beneficent  hand.  And  it  seems 
scarcely  possible  that  the  offering  up  of  our 
sincere  clevotions  to  the  Supreme  Being, 
from  a  principle  of  love,  founded  in  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  glorious  character,  should  not 
exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  our  moral 
conduct.  Habitually  calling  to  mind  our 
dependence  upon  our  heavenly  Father,  and 
recounting  the  numerous  expressions  of  his 
p.iternul  love,  certainly  temls  to  produce  a 
more  lively  sense  in  us  of  our  obligations 
to  him  ;  consequently,  is  calculated  to  lead 
us  into  the  path  of  obedience,  where  alone 
dwells  true  happiness.  The  practice,  also, 
of  reviewing  our  conduct,  imploring  for¬ 
giveness  f.»r  our  faults,,  and  asking  divine 
assistance  in  resisting  vice,  can  hardly  fail 
of  leaving  upon  our  minds  such  impres¬ 
sions  as  will  naturally  operate  to  strengthen 
onr  resolutions  of  amendment,  sustain  our 
virtue  amidst  temptation,  and  inspire  our 
111  arts  will)  that  filial  fear  of  God  which, 
saitli  the  wise  man,  is  “  to  hate  evil.” 

The  next  inquiry  is.  In  what  manner 
should  we  pray  ?  Answer — W n  should  pray 
in  submission  to  the  icill  of  God.  Thus  Je¬ 
sus  directed  his  disciples  topr.ay,  “thy  will 
be  done.”  And  if  w’e  realize  that  it  is  an 
infinitely  good,  wise,  and  powerful  Being 
who  holds  the  government  of  the  universe, 
onj  who  is  both  willing  and  able  to  do  for 
us  incomparably  bc*ttcr  than  we  can  even 
conceive,  if  we  reflect  how  short-sighted 
we  aciu  illy  are  respecting  w  hat  is  for  our 
good — so  much  so, 

“  that  di'.l  not  Go<l 
S  imctimcs  willihold  in  inci  cy  wliul  we  n.-k, 

We  siKiuld  be  ruined  at  our  own  requesls"’ — 

the  propriety  of  this  direction  will  appear 
obvious. 

But  Jesus  did  not  teach  by  precept  alone  : 
he  enforced  his  instructions  by  example. — 
He  gave  the  most  striking  exemitlification 
of  a  mind  devoted  to  the  will  of  God,  tluit 
was  ever  witnessed.  When  the  time  drew 
nigh  in  which  he  was  to  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  his  murderous  en  .'mies,  to  be 
mocked,  scourged,  insulted,  and  a!)nsed,  and 
at  last  to  sutler  an  ignominious  death  as  a 
malefactor,  “Jesus  knowing  all  things  that 
should  come  upon  him,”  having  a  clear  fore¬ 


sight  of  those  suflerings  to  which  it  was  his 
duty  voluntarily  to  submit  himself,  became 
“exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death” — 
he  “  fell  on  his  face  and  prayed,  saying,  O 
my  F  ather  1  If  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass 
from  me.”  Yet  so  completely  subjected 
was  he  to  the  will  of  God,  that  he  immedi¬ 
ately  added,  “nevertheless,  not  as  1  tcill, 
but  as  thou  wilt.”  And  at  a  second  and  a 
third  sca.soti  of  supplication,  though  he  knew 
that  by  praying  for  them  his  Father  would 
send  “  more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels” 
to  his  assistance,  he  forebore  making  any 
such  request,  and  merely  prayed,  “O  my 
F'athcr,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass  away  from 
me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done.” 

Again  ;  we  must  pray  with  a  forgiving 
spirit.  Says  Jesus,  “  when  ye  stand  pray¬ 
ing,  forgive  if  ye  have  aught  against  any, 
that  your  Father  also,  who  is  in  heaven, 
may  forgive  you  your  trespasses.  But  if 
ye  do  not  forgive,  neither  will  your  F ather 
who  is  in  heaven  forgive  your  trespasses.” 
And  he  taught  his  disciples  to  pray,  “for¬ 
give  us  our  debts  a«  we  forgive  our  debtors.” 
The  reason,  as  I  conceive,  why  we  must 
forgive  in  order  to  be  forgiven,  is,  that  a 
forgiving  spirit  is  the  only  possible  medium 
through  which  a  sense  of  forgiveness  can 
be  conveyed  to  the  mind  ;  and  unless  a  per¬ 
son  feels  a  disposition  to  forgive  his  fellow- 
creatures,  he  is  in  no  situation  to  realize 
forgiveness  from  his  Maker.  And  is  it  not 
perfectly  reasonable  that  when  we  crave  for¬ 
giveness  for  our  own  ofiTences,  we  should 
forgive  the  offences  of  others  ? 

Again,  we  should  pray  unostentatiously. 

“  When  thou  prayest  thou  shalt  not  be  as 
the  hypocrites  are ;  for  they  love  to  pray 
standing  in  the  synagogues,  and  in  the  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  streets,  that  they  may  be  seen  of 
men . But  thou,  when  thou  prayest,  en¬ 

ter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou  hast  shut 
thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  who  is  in  se¬ 
cret,  and  thy  Father  who  seeth  in  secret, 
himself  shall  reward  thee  openly.”  It  could 
not  have  been  the  intention  of  our  Lord  in 
these  words  to  prohibit  social  prayer,  fjx  the 
sul)sequent  practice  of  his  disciples,  even 
when  under  the  influence  of  “  the  Spirit  of 
Truth,”  which  Jesus  assured  them  should 
lead  them  into  all  truth,  and  bring  to  their 
remembrance  all  that  he  had  said  to  them, 
most  clearly  evinces  that  they  did  not  so  un¬ 
derstand  him.  What  he  appears  to  have 
levelled  this  injunction  against,  was  the 
practice  which  then  prevailed  among  the 
fashionable  religionists  of  the  day,  of  per¬ 
forming  their  private  devotions  (if  we  may 
so  speak)  in  a  public  manner.  For  as  it 
was  the  custom  with  many,  in  those  days, 
when  they  gave  alms,  to  sound  a  trumpet 
before  them  that  the  public  might  know 
that  they  w<!rc  charitable  to  the  jjoor;  as, 
when  observing  a  fast,  it  was  common  for 
them  to  disfigure  and  distort  their  faces,  so 
as  to  appear  of  a  sad  countenance,  that  it 
might  l>e  known  they  were  doing  penance  ; 
so,  also,  when  they  prayed,  it  was  customa¬ 
ry  for  them  to  go  and  stand  at  the  comer  of 
the  street,  in  the  synagogue,  or  in  some 
other  public  place,  that  they  might  be  taken 
notice  of  as  praying  people.  But  Jesus 


strongly  disapprobatcd  this  practice,  and  di¬ 
rected  his  disciples  to  retire  into  some  pri¬ 
vate  place  for  their  individual  prayers. — 
We  are  not  to  suppose  that  it  is  contrary  to 
his  directions  for  Christians  to  meet  toge¬ 
ther  for  social  worship,  and  join  with  one 
of  their  number  in  praypr,  for  tiie  New 
Testament  furnishes  abundant  examples  of 
this  practice.  And  that  form  of  prayer 
which  he  gave  his  disciples  was  evidently 
intended  to  express  the  joint  petitions  of  tw<» 
or  more.  Thus  it  says,  “our  Father,” 
“forgive  ua  our  sins,”  &cc.  From  all 
which  we  gather  that  although  prayers  of¬ 
fered  in  public  may,  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances,  be  of  little  utility,  nay,  even  of  a 
pernicious  tendency,  still  they  may  be  so 
conducted  as  to  prove  highly  beneficial. 

Again  ;  we  should  pray  in  few  words. — 
“  When  ye  pray,  use  not  vain  repetitions  ns 
the  heathen  do ;  for  they  think  they  shall 
lie  hciird  for  their  much  speaking.  Be  not 
ye  therefore  like  unto  them,  for  your  Fa¬ 
ther  knoweth  what  things  yc  have  need  of 
iK'fore  ye  ask  him.  After  this  manner 
therefore,  pray  ye  ;  “Our  Father,”  &.e. — 
Here  let  it  be  remarked  that  Jesus  docs  not 
say,  “when  ye  pray,  always  use  this  form 
which  I  am  about  to  give  you  ;”  that  is,  re¬ 
peat  these  words  at  all  times  ;  but  “  after 
this  manner  pray  ye;”  that  is,  pray  short, 
and  use  simplicity  of  speech. 

It  not  unfrcKiucntly  happens  that  prayers 
ofltTed  in  a  public  assembly  arc  spun  out 
to  so  unreasonable  a  length,  as  to  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  tiresome.  We  think  it  would  be  | 
well  for  religious  teachers  to  take  this  mat¬ 
ter  into  serious  consideration.  “  A  word 
to  tlic  wise,”  8tc.  JASON. 

[For  the  Magtixine  and  Advocate  ] 

FOUR  DAYS’  MEETING  AT  A.MS'rERDAM.  | 

Messrs.  Editors — In  a  communication 
published  a  short  time  since,  I  stated  that 
a  four  days’  meeting  was  about  to  be  held 
by  the  Presbyterians  in  this  place.  This 
meeting  occurred  at  the  appointed  time,  and, 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  passed  away 
without  being  attended  with  any  very  seri¬ 
ous  consequences. 

[Here  the  writer  proceeds  to  describe  the 
efforts  of  the  atUmdiiig  clergy,  us  in  other 
places  practiced,  to  frighten  the  people  by 
belching  forth  horrible  descriptions  of  a  vin¬ 
dictive  God,  “auld  Clootie”  and  his  brim¬ 
stone  territories,  Ike.  &lc.  after  all  which 
ado  and  labor,  they  succeeded  in  “bringing 
forth”— -fipo  souls,  that  were  thus  “  born 
into”  Calvinism.  But  as  we  have,  thus  f;;r 
in  this  volume,  occupied  so  large  a  share  of 
our  columns  in  similar  descriptions,  we 
have  omitted  the  insertion  of  that  pr.rt  o’ 
his  communication,  and  subjoin  only  his 
closing  remarks,  which  we  rt  cam  mend  lo 
the  serious  consideration  of  all,  more  espe¬ 
cially  Calvinistic  revivalists.]  S. 

I  will  not  comment  upon  tiie  proprietv  or 
impropriety  of  holding  four  dry.«’  meetings. 
This  you  have  so  frequently  done  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  unnecessary.  But  1  would  that  men 
would  say  less  about  the  devil,  an  endless 
hell  and  a  vindictive  God,  even  though  they 


believe  such  absurdities.  Perhaps  it  will 
lie  better  in  the  end  for  the  cause  of  truth, 
that  they  preach  as  they  do— frighten  the 
weak  and  credulous  out  of  their  senses  by 
puffing  fire  and  brimstone.  But,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  it  would  be  tar  more  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  human  happiness,  if  they 
would  endeavor  to  enforce  the  love  of  Gotl, 
devotional  exercises  and  moral  duties  ;  and 
let  the  old  satan  alone.  Why  meddle  with 
him  ?  It  is  only  to  make  the  hearers  the 
more  pleased  with  his  appearance,  and  the 
more  easily  deceived  by  his  artful  wiles. — 
Frightful  though  he,  at  first,  appear,  yet  fa¬ 
miliarity  will  render  even  the  horrid  and 
disgusting  sometimes  delightful. 

“  Vice  is  a  monwer  of  so  ft-ighlfbl  mien, 

As  to  be  hated  needs  bnl  lo  be  seen  t 
But,  seen  loo  oA,  Giiniliur  wiili  ilic  Ai*e, 

We  £r«t  endure,  then  pity,  then  einbracc.” 

And  so  it  is  w  ith  the  devil.  Frequently 
associated  in  the  mind,  even  us  an  object  of 
abhorence  and  just  dreud,  he  too,  often  ap¬ 
pears  to  change.  The  odious  and  frightful, 
“  seen  too  oft,”  soon  turn  to  the  sublime  and 
enchanting;  these  captivate  the  heart,  am' 
soon  transform  the  whole  soul.  Thus,  by 
frequent  and  animated  descriptions  of  the 
devil,  the  horrific  image  of  his  mujesty, 
which,  in  itself,  changes  not,  so  chango 
the  mind  and  feelings  of  the  hearer,  as  tc 
make  him,  at  once,  diabolical  and  hellish. 
And  too  true  it  is  that  vicious  and  devilish 
associations  produce  vicious  and  devilish 
practices.  The  diabolical  spirit,  imbibed 
by  hearing  descriptions  of  tlie  devil  in  the 
sanctuary,  soon  shows  itself  in  the  conduct. 
If,  therefore,  those  who  preiieli  so  much 
almut  the  old  satan  do  not  wish  to  make 
their  hearers  devilish,  why  doti't  they  let 
him  alone?  or  at  least  Siiy  as  little  about 
him  as  possible.  And  why  talk  about  n 
vindictive  God,  and  declaim  so  mightily 
upon  the  vengeance,  the  wrath  and  U-rrors 
of  heaven  ?  This,  too.  has  the  same  effect. 
It  creates  in  the  tninds  of  the  hearers— even 
the  very  elect,  a  viitdictive  spirit.  It  makes 
them  revengeful  and  malicious  towards  all, 
except  their  own  party,  and  even  towards 
one  another.  Wliy  then  preach  such  no¬ 
tions  ns  tliesc?  Why  not  preach  the  un¬ 
bounded  love  of  God.  This,  and  this  only, 
can  inspire  devotional  feelings  and  make 
men  godlike.  Let  it  be  preached  in  its  pu¬ 
rity,  and  the  world  would  be  renovated,  vi¬ 
tal  piety  abound,  and  mankind  made  happy. 
Affectionately  yours,  R.  O.  W. 

Amsterdam,  April,  1831. 

f/'ro*  tke  Hell ff  tout  Inquirer.] 
CONVEUSION  OF  ANOTHER  PARISH. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to 
the  Univcrsalist  public,  says  the  editor  of 
the  Trumpet,  the  conversion  of  the  “First 
Parish  in  Saugus,  Mass.”  to  the  doctrine 
of  IJniversalism.  This  parish  is  possessed 
of  a  meetinghouse,  parsonage,  Sic.  At  the 
l.tst  meeting  a  vote  passed  almost  unani¬ 
mously,  apiTointing  a  Univcrsalist  commit¬ 
tee,  and  instructing  them  to  obtain  Univer- 
salist  preaching  for  the  year  ensuing.  Br. 
Sylvanu-s  Cobb,  of  Malden,  has  preached 
there  of  late  ;  and  we  trust  they  will  obtain. 


for  the  future,  the  ministrations  of  some  per- 
ion,  who  shall  preach  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  in  simplicity  and  with  power. 

“  Can  ye  not  discern  the  signs  of  the 
times  f"  Is  it  not  evident  that  the  great  body 
of  the  community  are  advancing  into  the 
broad  light  of  eternal  truth? 

NEW  SOCIETY'. 

We  learn  from  the  Trumpet  that  a  Uni- 
versalist  Society  has  recently  been  organi¬ 
zed  in  Medford,  3Is.  The  warrant  for  the 
first  meeting  issued  by  L.  S.  Cushion,  Estp 
of  Cambridgeporf,  and  the  society  was  form¬ 
ed  agreeably  to  the  laws. — Ih, 

From  the  Ckrittimn  MtUigenctr. 

FAITH  AND  PRACTICE. 

Universalism.  we  say,  is  more  calculated 
than  any  other  doctrine  to  enuse  men  to  ad- 
!  mire,  reverence,  love  and  obey  Almighty 
God — the  unchanging  Father,  Friend  and 
Saviour  of  all  intelligent  beings.  In  can¬ 
not  be  otherwise.  All  Univcrsalists  believe 
and  contend  for  this.  Sufter,  then,  breth¬ 
ren,  the  word  of  exhortation.  Prove  your 
faith  by  your  works.  Let  the  world  see 
the  fruits  of  your  doctrine  in  your  hearts 
and  lives.  Of  all  men  in  the  world,  Uni- 
vcrsulists  are  under  the  highest  obligations 
— as  they  iiave  the  strongest  motives— to 
love  and  serve  the  F athcr  of  Spirits.  “  Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men.  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven.” 

.haoazine:  and  advocate. 

rKII.PHt'S  BKt.NNER,  Editor  nnd Proprittor. 

AAtlON  B.  GROSIl,  Attoeialt  Editor. 

Utica.  Saturday,  XIXay  141, 1031. 


BINDING  FINISHED. 

Tlie  books  received  at  this  office,  for  binding, 
are  now’  ready  (or  delivery  to  the  owners,  or 
their  orders.  A  few  copies  of  the  1st  volume 
of  the  Magazine  and  Advocate,  bound  and  let¬ 
tered,  fiir  sale — also,  a  few  copies  of  the  Evis- 
gelical  Magazine,  volumes  1,  3,  and  3,  bound 
in  like  m-anner. 

THE  DEFENDER 

OF  OVR  RELIGIOfS  RIGHTS  AND  UBERTIES. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  now  paper  which  is  to 
he  published  in  the  city  of  Albany,  by  J.  Biince, 
late  editor  of  the  Salina  Herald,  aided  by  seve¬ 
ral  gentlemen  of  talent  and  ability.  Mr.  Bunce 
is,  wo  believe,  a  Presbyterian,  who  has  been 
driven  into  Uiis  course  by  tho  intolerance  of 
some  of  his  brethren,  who  could  not  brook  his 
opposition  to  their  monied  aristocracies,  revi¬ 
vals,  and  domination  schemes.  The  Defender 
will  be  forwarded  weekly,  at  $1.50,  payable  in 
advance,  to  companies  of  eight  or  ten  persons 
— at  $2,  lo  city  subscribers,  delivered  at  their 
doors. 

Tho  increase  of  this  order  of  periodicals  has 
been  very  considerable  within  a  few  years  past 
— particularly  since  the  “  religious  party  in  fo- 
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litics”  began  the  Sunday  mail  demonstrations 
in  Congress.  Besides  the  Reformer,  Philadel¬ 
phia— the  Watchman,  New-York — and  others, 
many  secular  papers  of  the  day,  and  all  the  Uni- 
Tersalist  periodicals,  have  taken  up  the  defence 
of  ourcivil  and  religious  rights,  and  commenced 
tlio  exposure  of  the  designs  of  the  Orthodox. 
We  do  not  doubt  that  mort  papers  are  wanted, 
but  we  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  first  see¬ 
ing  that  those  already  in  circulation  are  well 
supported,  lest  the  increase  should  injure  the 
spirited  men  who  undertake  to  establish  them. 
We  wish  them  success,  one  and  all,  believing 
that  if  successful,  tlicy  cannot  fail  in  being  use¬ 
ful  G. 

CALVINISTS  versus  CALVINISM. 

The  doctrine  of  particular  election  and  repro¬ 
bation,  as  laid  down  by  Calvin,  and  heretofore 
uniformly  maintained  by  Calvinists,  is  fast  be¬ 
coming  unpopular,  and  going  down  to  the  shade 
of  things  forgotten.  It  cannot  withstand  the 
present  age  of  deep  research  and  thorough  in¬ 
vestigation.  It  is  not  only  rejected  and  justly 
•bhorred  by  all  benevolent  and  enlightened  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  never  professed  to  believe  it;  but 
its  own  most  zealous  advocates,  conscious  of  its 
odiousness  and  abhorrent  characteristics,  are 
striving  in  every  possible  way,  to  trim,  newly- 
model,  and  reform  its  ugly  features — to  lop  off 
branch  after  branch,  and  even  girdle  the  trunk, 
and  dig  up  many  of  its  roots  and  insert  new 
scions,  in  order  to  make  it,  if  possible,  a  new 
tree,  clothed  with  entirely  different  foliage,  and 
retaining  nothing  but  the  name  of  the  original. 

Calvinism,  note,  is  not  what  Calvinism  teas, 
thirty, OT  evenjifteen  years  ago  :  and  thoiigh  we 
arc  neither  a  prophet  nor  tl:e  son  of  a  prophet, 
yet  we  predict  that,  if  it  cannot  retain  the  name, 
and  like  Proteus  change  its  shape,  or  like  the 
chamelion,  its  color,  it  will,  at  least  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  entirely  abandon  even  the  name,  and  as¬ 
sume  some  other,  within  thirty  years  from  this 
date.  Calvinists,  even  now,  arc  ashamed  of 
their  doctrine  when  undisguised.  And  no  mar¬ 
vel  that  they  are — for  what  enlightened  mind 
would  not  shrink,  with  almost  instinctive  ab¬ 
horrence,  from  the  avowal  of  such  blasphemous 
and  dreadful  dogmas  as  naked  Calvinism  exhi¬ 
bits?  It  is  well  that  it  is  so ;  it  augurs  well  for 
the  result  of  the  bold  and  uncompromising  spi¬ 
rit  of  investigation  that  distinguishes  the  present 
age.  It  shows  that  the  day  has  past  when  the 
bare  dictum  of  a  priest  was  a  sufficient  sanction 
to  the  truth  of  the  most  monstrous  doctrines,  in 
the  minds  of  the  people — that  the  day  has  gone 
by,  when  doctrines  were  received  and  swallow¬ 
ed  with  avidity,  principally  because  they  were 
mysterious,  inexplicable,  and  opposed  to  reason 
and  common  sense. 

We  have  been  led  to  tlic.se  reflections  and  re¬ 
marks,  by  the  perusal  of  a  Tract,  entitled  “  The 
Doctrine  of  Eleedon  illustrated  and  explained." 
Published  by  the  Doctrinal  Book  and  Tract  So¬ 


ciety.  Perkins  and  Martin,  Agents,  Deposito¬ 
ry,  \\\  Washington-street,  Boston."  pp.  24. 

The  Tract,  it  seems,  belongs  to,  or  is  owned 
by  Dr.  Lansing,  of  this  place ;  and  was,  by  him, 
lent  to  a  Universalist,  for  the  purpose  of  show¬ 
ing  him  that  the  doctrine  of  Election  is  entirely 
a  different  thing  from  what  it  is  supposed  to  be 
— that  it  is  free  from  those  dreadful  features  usu¬ 
ally  ascribed  to  it,  and  in  fact,  one  of  the  most 
lovely  doctrines  in  the  world,  when  rightly  ex¬ 
plained,  (which  he  doubtless  thought  was  done 
in  the  Tract.) 

The  writer  undertakes,  1.  “  To  illustrate  the 
doctrine;  2.  To  prove  the  truth  of  it;  and  3.  To 
vindicate  it  from  objections.”  Had  he  not,  in 
the  main  part  of  the  Tract,  strenuously  labored 
to  prove  the  doctrine  of  Election  (in  the  Calvin- 
istic  sense)  both  true  %pd  scriptural,  and  to  re¬ 
move  all  objections  against  it,  we  should  cer¬ 
tainly  conclude  by  the  perusal  of  the  first  part, 
(in  which  he  undertakes  to  show  tehit  consti¬ 
tutes  no  part  of  the  doctrine,)  and  of  the  conclu¬ 
ding  paragraph,  (in  which  reprobates  are  ur¬ 
gently  exhorted  to  believe  and  love  the  doctrine, ) 
that  it  was  intended  as  a  mere  burlesque  on  the 
doctrine  of  Election  and  Reprobation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  its  advocates  exhibit  and  de¬ 
fend  it  But  as  it  is  published  by  a  Calvinistic 
Tract  Society,  and  sent  out  to  the  world  in  their 
name,  we  suppose  it  must  be  received,  not  as  a 
burlesque,  but  as  the  sincere  and  honest  views 
of  the  writer,  and  publishers.  But  the  amount 
of  it  is  to  prove  that  Calvinism  is  not  Calvinism 
— Election  is  not  Election,  and  Reprobation  is 
not  Reprobation — The  thing  is,  and  is  not,  .at 
the  same  time.  The  writer  abides  by  no  rules 
or  principles — he  directly  contradicts  .all  Ortho¬ 
dox  Calvinists,  in  order  to  establish  Calvinism; 
and  agrees  not  with  himself,  lest  his  opinions 
should  prove  objectionable. 

To  illustrate  these  remarks,  we  will  now 
quote  from  our  Tract  writer  Jive  distinct  state¬ 
ments  contained  in  his  preliminary  observations, 
and  then  follow  up  each  respective  statement 
with  quotations  from  the  stand.nrd  works  on 
Election,  and  confessions  of  fiiith  held  sacred 
by  all  Calvinists.  Our  principal  quotations  will 
be  made  from  the  Preshytcri.an  “  Confession  of 
Faith,  as  amended  and  ratified  by  the  General 
Assembly,  at  their  session  in  May,  (so  late  as) 
1821.” 

The  writer  of  the  Tract  observes : 

1.  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  doctrine  of" 
Election,  that  God  er'ented  apart  of 
kind  merely  to  damn  them." 

CoxTKAST. — “  By  the  decree  of  Gf)d,  for  the 
manifestation  of  his  glory,  some  men  and  angels 
are  predestinated  unto  everla.Ming  life,  and  oth¬ 
ers  foreordained  to  evcrla-sting  death.  These 
angcl.s  and  men,  thus  predestinated  and  foreor¬ 
dained,  are  particularly  and  unchangeably  de¬ 
signed  ;  and  their  number  is  so  certain  and  de¬ 
finite  that  it  cannot  be  either  inereasetl  or  di¬ 
minished.” — Con.  of  Faith  chap,  iii:  $3  and  4. 

”  1  acknowledge  this  to  be  my  doctrine :  that 
not  merely  by  the  permission  of  God,  but  by 


his  secret  counsel,  Adam  fell,  and  by  his  fall 
drew  ail  his  posterity  into  eternal  ruin.” — CaU 
rin.  Respon.  adcabimniasnebulonis.  Tract.  The- 
ol.  p.  6^.  Again,  Calvin  says,  ”  man  is  blind¬ 
ed  by  the  will  and  commandment  of  God.” 

‘‘Reprobates  are  absolutely  ordained  to  this 
two-fold  end :  to  undergo  everbasting  punish¬ 
ment,  and  necessarily  to  sin ;  and  therefore  to 
sin  that  they  might  be  ju.stly  punished.” — Pis- 
cator.  (a  zealous  Calvinist.) 

Tr.vct. — "  2.  It  is  no  part  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Election  that  Christ  died  exclusively 
for  the  Elect." 

Co.vTRAST. — ‘‘  Neither  are  any  other  redeemed 
try  Christ,  effeptually  called,  justified,  adopted, 
sanctified,  and  saved,  but  the  elect  oklt.  The 
rest  of  mankind  God  was  pleased— —to  pass 
by,  and  to  ordain  them  to  dishonor  and  wrath 
fur  their  sin,  to  the  praise  of  his  glorious  jus¬ 
tice.” — Confes.  chap.  iii.  $  6,  7. 

‘‘  We  are  made  partakers  of  the  redemption 
purchased  by  Christ,  by  the  effectual  appliealion 
of  it  to  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit.” — Shorter  Cate¬ 
chism,  Ans.  to  Q.  29.  (published  with,  and  by 
the  same  authority  us,  the  Confession.)  ‘‘  All 
the  elect,  and  tltaj  only  are  effectually  called;  al¬ 
though  others  may  be  and  often  are  outwardly 
called  by  the  ministry  of  the  word,  and  have 
some  common  operations  of  the  Spirit;  who 
for  their  wilful  neglect  and  contempt  of  the 
grace  offered  them,  [God  having  foreordained 
whatsoever  comes  to  pass,  and  absolutely  or¬ 
dained  the  reprobate  to  this  two-fold  end  of 
sinning  necess.arily  and  being  damned  fur  it,] 
being  justly  leA  in  their  unbelief,  do  nerer  truly 
come  to  Jesus  Christ” — Larger  Catechism,  Ans. 
to  Q.  68. 

Tract. — *'  It  is  no  part  of  the  doctrine 
of  Election,  that  the  Elect  will  be  saved  let 
them  do  ichat  they  will." 

Contrast. — ‘‘To  all  tliose  for  whom  Christ 
purchased  redemption,  he  doth  certainly  and 
effectually  apply  and  communicate  the  same.” — 
“They  whom  God  h.ith  accepted  in  his  be¬ 
loved,  cflectual'y  called  and  sanctified,  by  his 
spirit,  can  neither  totally  nor  finally  fall  away 
from  the  state  oj'  grtue ;  but  slmll  certainly  perse- 
rere  therein  to  the  end  and  be  eternally  sated. 
The  perseverance  of  the  saints  depends  not  up¬ 
on  their  own  free  will,  but  upon  the  immuta¬ 
bility  of  the  decree  of  election,"  &c. — “  Never- 
thelcs.«,  they  m.iy  through  tlie  temptations  of 
Satan  and  of  the  world,  the  prevalence  of  cor¬ 
ruption  remaining  in  them — fall  into  grievous 
sins — have  their  hc.arts  h.ardencd,  .and  their  con¬ 
sciences  wounded  ;  hurt  and  scandalize  otliera, 
and  bring  temporal  judgment  upon  themselves.” 
Covf.  chap,  viii :  $  8.  and  chap,  xviii.  (  1 , 2,  3. 

Tract. — "4.  It  is  no  part  of  Election, 
that  the  non-elect  will  not  be  saved  if  they 
do  as  well  as  they  can.” 

"5.  It  is  no  part  of  the  doctrine  of  Elec¬ 
tion  that  the  non-elect  cannot  comply  with 
the  terms  of  the  gospel.” 

Contrast. — “All  those  whom  God  hath 
predestinated  unto  life,  and  those  only,  he  is 
pleased,  in  his  appointed  and  accepted  time  ef- 
fcctually  to  call,  by  his  word  and  spirit,  out  of 
that  state  of  sin  and  death,  in  which  they  are  by 
nature,  to  grace  and  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ, 
&c.  Others  not  elected,  although  they  may  be 
called  by  the  ministry  of  the  word,  and  may 
have  some  common  operations  of  the  spirit,  yet 
they  never  truly  come  to  Christ,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  sored:  much  less  can  men,  not  pro¬ 
fessing  the  Christian  religion,  be  saved  in  any 
other  way  whatsoever,  be  they  ever  so  dilligent 
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t0  frame  their  lives  according  to  the  liglit  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  law  of  that  religion  they  do  pro- 
feM ;  and  to  aasert  and  maintain  that  they  may, 
is  veiy  pernicious,  and  to  bo  detested.” — 
“Their  ability  to  da  good  work.s,  is  not  at  all 
of  themselves,  but  wholly  from  the  spirit  of 
Christ” — “  VVe  cannot  hy  our  best  works  me¬ 
rit  pardon  of  sin  or  eternal  life,  at  the  hand  of 
God.” — “  Works  done  by  regenerate  men,  al¬ 
though  for  the  matter  of  them,  they  may  be 
things  which  God  commands,  and  of  good  use 
both  to  themselves  and  others,  yet  l>ecauso  they 
proceed  not  from  a  hcart'purified  by  faith ; — they 
are  therefore  sinful,  and  cannot  please  God,  nr 
make  a  man  meet  to  receive  grace  from  God  : 
And  yet  their  neglect  of  them  is  more  sinful  and 
displeasing  unto  God.” — Confession,  chap.  x. 
^1,4.  chap,  xvi :  $  3,  5,7. 

The  above  extracts  from  the  Tract  and  from 
approved  confessions  and  writers  on  election, 
exhibit  BO  striking  a  contrast  to  each  other,  that 
no  remarks  of  ours  can  make  the  contradiction 
more  apparent  They  show,  conclusively,  tlie 
truth  of  our  remark,  that  mojJern  Calvinists  .arc 
ashamed  of  their  own  doctrine,  and  wish  to 
trim  and  modify  it,  so  as  to  render  it  accepta¬ 
ble  to  enlightened  people  of  the  present  day. — 
But  it  is  all  in  vain.  For  the  writer  goes  on  in 
the  body  of  tlie  Tract,  to  argue  tlie  doctrine  of 
Election  very  nearly  in  the  same  manner  of  his 
predecessors,  and  maintains,  in  opposition  to  his 
own  declarations  above  quoted,  that  God  has 
from  all  eternity  elected  a  definite  number  of  the 
human  &mily,  who  will  certainly  be  saved,  and 
that  the  rest  W'ill  as  certainly  be  damned.  We 
deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  follow  him  thro’ 
in  detail.  His  arguments  arc  stale  and  uninte¬ 
resting.  We  cannot,  however,  resist  the  temp¬ 
tation  of  inserting  his  closing  paragraph,  in 
which  he  scolds  the  poor  reprobate,  most  un¬ 
mercifully,  for  not  loving  the  doctrine  of  Elec¬ 
tion  and  being  willing  to  be  damned  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  tlie  good  of  the  elect  Here 
it  follow: : 

“  Impenitent  men  !  you  must  bow  to  this 
holy  dominion.  What  do  you  hope  to  gain 
by  your  opposition  to  discriminating  grace  1 
Unfriendly  as  these  unhumbled  hearts  may 
be  to  its  searching  influence,  this  hostility 
must  cease.  This  doctrine  musl  be  lovei. 
To  hate  it,  is  to  take  the  side  of  the  wicked 
against  the  righteous.  To  hate  it,  is  to  take 
the  side  of  the  adversary  against  God.  To 
hate  it,  is  to  take  the  side  of  hell  against 
heaven.  To  hate  it,  is  to  be  forever  misera- 
ble. 

Do  you  say,  “  /  tcould  love  il,  if  I  irere 
one  of  the  elect  1”  Has  it  then  come  to  this  ? 
What  if  you  are  not  one  of  the  elect  ?  Havd 
ou  a  right  to  hate  it  ?  Have  you  a  right  to 
ate  G<^  for  not  arresting  you  in  your  own 
chosen  way  1  Have  you  a  right  to  hate  God, 
because  in  the  final  recompense,  he  treats 
you  as  you  deserve?  Have  you  a  right  to 
hate  God  for  saving  others,  merely  because 
he  does  not  save  you*  “ Is  thine  eye  evil, 
because  he  is  good?”  [Indeed  !  Why  does 
he  not  ask,  “  Is  thine  eye  good  because  God 
is  evilf^']  Do  you  cherish  aflectionsso  sel¬ 
fish  and  malignant,  that  you  can  rejoice  in 


no  felicity  incompatible  with  your  own  ? — 
Because  you  are  not  saved,  would  you  have 
a  world  of  sinners  perish?  Because  yon 
will  "wail  and  gnash  your  teeth,”  vill  you 
murmur  that  you  cannot  hear  the  myriads 
of  the  redeemed  mingling  their  sighs  and 
moans  with  yours  ?  Because  you  will  sink 
to  hell,  will  you  complain  that  you  cannot 
behold  the  throne  of  God  sinking  hy  the  side 
of  you?  O  sinner!  Where  arc  you?  W’hat 
spirit  is  this  ?  And  what  is  this  spirit  fit  fur, 
hut  fuel  fur  the  unquenchable  flame  ? 

Tims  closes  this  modern  Calvinistic  Tract. — 
The  closing  paragraph  might  be  taken  as  a  se¬ 
vere  burlesque,  a  painted  sarcasm,  on  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Election  and  Reprobation,  did  it  not 
come  from  a  Calvinistic  writer,  and  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  an  orthodox  C.alvinistic  Tract  Society. 
What  next  the  advocates  of  this  horrid  system 
of  mock  divinity  will  ^ort  to,  to  sustain  their 
tottering  fabric,  time  must  determine.  But  one 
thing  is  pretty  evident— either  the  doctrine,  or 
tile  name,  or  both,  must  soon  be  abandoned.  S. 

[For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate,] 
GEXESIS  III:  22-21. 

Springneld,  Ricliland  co.,  O.  March  21st,  1831. 

Messrs.  Editors — By  illustrating  the 
following  passage  of  Scripture,  you  will  con¬ 
fer  a  great  favor  on  a  reader  of  your  valua¬ 
ble  paper.  The  text  referred  to  is  in  Gene¬ 
sis,  chap,  iii :  22—24,  and  reads  as  follows  : 
"  And  the  Lord  God  said.  Behold  the  man 
is  become  as  one  of  us  to  know  good  and 
evil.  And  now,  lest  he  put  forth  his  hand, 
and  take  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat,  and 
live  forever :  therefore  the  Lord  God  sent 
him  forth  from  the  gardt  n  of  Eden,  to  till 
the  ground  from  whence  he  was  taken.  So 
he  drove  out  the  man  :  and  he  placed  at  the 
cast  of  the  garden  of  Eden  cheruhims,  and 
a  flaming  sword  which  turned  every  way, 
to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life.” 

Now  sirs,  docs  not  this,  in  its  literal 
signification,  prove  the  word  spoken  hy  the 
strpent  true,  which  is  recorded  in  the  4th 
and  5th  verses  of  the  same  cha|)ter  ;  and  the 
word  of  our  heavenly  Father,  false,  which 
is  recorded  in  the  17th  verse  of  the  prece¬ 
ding  chapter?  It  undoubtedly  proves  it  to 
me.  And  as  I  am  of  opinion  your  superior 
wisdom  can  extract  the  scales  from  my 
eyes,  I  trust  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
comply  with  my  request. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Joshua  Martin. 

ANSWER. 

In  replying  to  the  above  communication  we 
would  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  are 
entirely  unable  to  see  how  the  writer  can  so 
view  die  subject,  as  to  make  God  the  liar,  and 
die  serpent  die  truth  teller,  unless  to  take  the 
Orthodox  view  of  if,  and  deny  that  the  threat¬ 
ening  was  executed  at  the  time  specified. 

God  had  said,  (ehapr  ii :  17,)  “In  the  day 
that  diou  catest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die.” 
The  serpent  contradicted  God,  (chap,  iii:  4,) 
and  said  “ye  shall  not  surely  die.”  Having 


uttered  this  fklsehood,  in  order  to  make  the  pifl 
so  palatable  that  it  be  swallow'ed,  die  serpent 
then  rolls  it  up  in  the  bread  of  truth,  and  adds, 
(verse  5lh,)  “fljr  God  doth  know  that  in  the 
day  ye  cat  thereof,  then  your  eyes  shall  be  open¬ 
ed;  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and 
evil,  (the  same  in  import,  as  the  22d  verse.) — 
The  serpent  well  knew  the  falsehood  alone 
would  not  go  down ;  so  he  utters  truth  enough 
in  the  5th  verse,  to  hide  or  cover  over  the  false¬ 
hood  in  the  4th,  and  the  woman  swallows 
down  the  pill  of  falsehood  so  artfully  enveloped 
in  truth.  But  the  declaration  of  God  was  veri¬ 
fied,  “The  day  thou  eatest  thereof  thou  shall 
surely  die.”  Man  ate — he  died,  that  very  dav, 
the  death  that  was  threatened.  He  became 
“  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins” — dead  to  spiritu¬ 
al  life  and  happiness,  innocence  and  peace.— 
“The  wages  of  sin  is  death.”  “To  bo  carnally 
minded  is  death;”  but  “to  be  spiritually  minded 
is  life  and  peace” — he  lost  that  spiritual  niind- 
edness,  which  is  life  and  peace,  the  very  day  of 
his  transgression — he  shunned  the  presence  and 
converse  of  his  Maker,  and  felt  the  sting  of  guilt 
and  moral  death  in  his  soul.  Nor  was  the  tree 
of  life  longer  accessible.  Cherubims  and  a  fla¬ 
ming  sw’ord  seemed  to  guard  it,  and  stop  up 
every  avenue  to  his  approach. 

The  whole  of  this  account  is  undoubtedly  to 
be  understood  in  a  figurative  sense — the  lan¬ 
guage  is  highly  metaphorical,  and  represents 
the  just  judgment  of  God  upon  Adam,  for  his 
sin,  in  cutting  off  those  sources  cf  happiness 
and  enjoyment  that  were  accessible  to  him  while 
innocent. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  one  particular  diffi¬ 
culty  with  our  correspondent  is,  the  manner  of 
understanding  the  declaration,  (ver.  22.)  “  Be¬ 
hold,  the  man  is  become  as  one  of  us,  to  know 
good  and  evil,”  &c.  How  can  this  be  true,  if 
Adam  died  the  day  he  ate  of  the  forbidden 
fruit  ?  We  will  answer  this  by  a  similitude. 
The  sons  of  Africa,  while  ranging  their  native 
soil,  in  the  liberty  of  nature  amid  the  torrid 
zone,  arc  truly  ignorant,  both  of  liberty  and  sla¬ 
very.  That  is,  they  are  ignorant  of  the  true 
nature  and  value  of  liberty,  because  they  have 
never  known  its  opposite,  and  learned  to  ap¬ 
preciate  it  by  comparison.  But  when  these 
simple  and  innocent  sons  of  nature,  are  seized 
by  the  slave  merchant,  dragged  from  their  kin¬ 
dred  and  their  homes,  carried  in  chains  to  other 
and  distant  climes,  and  there  made  to  drag  out 
a  miserable  life,  or  rather  an  age  of  death,  in 
all  dreary  horrors  of  slavery,  then  will  tliey 
know,  and  truly  and  experimentally  too,  both 
liberty  and  slavery,  both  good  and  nil — the  for¬ 
mer  lost,  the  latter  gained  or  endured.  So  mar, 
when  he  had  sinned  and  been  deprived  of  in¬ 
nocence  and  peace,  and  began  to  endure  tlie 
stings  of  guilt,  and  the  remorse  of  conscience 
justly  incurred,  actually  Icneto  more  tlian  he  did 
before.  He  then  hnew  the  good  he  had  lost,  and 
the  evil  he  endured.  S. 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


150 


fiiitorial  Correspondence. 

Mcrriclcsville,  V.  C.  April  33,  1S31. 
Rot.  and  dear  tir — I  wrote  to  you  last  Fall 
from  Fairfield,  requestin'!  you  to  send  your  pa¬ 
per  to  niy  brotlier,  Dr.  B.isil  K.  Chiircli ;  and 
■eiit  the  money  by  the  bearer  of  the  letter,  a 
Mr.  Cole,  formerly  of  Fairfield,  now  in  or  near 
Utica.  I  can  only  say,  tliat  he  has  received 
two  numbers,  which  wore  received  in  October. 
He  is  still  very  desirous  of  getting  your  paper, 
with  many  others  in  this  country.  You  will 
therefore  confer  a  favor  on  him  and  me,  if  you 
will  state  the  reason  why  the  papers  were  dis¬ 
continued  ;  and  .at  all  events,  send  the  papers. 
He  furthermore  tenders  his  services  to  you,  to 
act  as  your  asent  in  this  country. 

Direct  to  Dr.  B.  R.  Church,  Merricksville, 
U.  C.,  via  Ogdensburg. 

Yours,  &c.  P.  H.  Church. 

ANSWER. 

In  reply  to  the  above,  we  can  only  s.ty,  that 
the  order  and  money  mentioned,  were  duly  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  time,  the  name  of  Dr.  Church 
entered  on  our  book,  and  the  paper  sent  on  ac¬ 
cording  to  orders.  After  we  had  sent  three 
numbers,  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Post¬ 
master  at  Merricksville,  ordering  the  paper  to  be 
stopped,  and  stating  that  Dr.  Church  had  left  the 
place.  ^Ve  pretend  not  to  determine  what  the 
Postmaster’s  motive  could  have  been  for  giving 
this  mal-information.  Perhaps  our  subscriber 
can  better  judge  of  that  than  we  can.  At  all 
events,  it  seems  by  the  letter  now  received,  that 
he  gave  wrong  information,  and  that  too  with¬ 
out  any  authority.  S. 

NEW  SOCIETY, 

The  good  Fruits  of  an  Orthodox  Revival. 

Cooperstown,  April  30, 1331. 
Brs.  Skinner  and  Grosh — In  this  village  and 
vicinity,  since  last  Fall,  there  has  been  really 
a  moral  tempest.  The  clouds  of  superstition 
and  darkness  have  gatliered  thick,  and  a  reign 
of  terror  proclaimed.  The  mural  atmosphere 
seemed  to  gather  blackness,  and  the  distant 
tliunderings  of  wrath,  were  heard  in  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  army ;  and  it  was  announced  that  “the 
Lord  was  about  to  visit  this  place.’’  All  this 
proceeded  from  the  Presbyterians,  who  assume 
to  know  where  the  Lord  will  be  at  a  given  time. 
A  first  was  proclaimed ;  not  such  an  one  as  the 
Lord  hath  commanded,  but  of  long  faces  and 
distorted  visages.  “  Is  it  such  a  fast  that  I  have 
chosen?  a  day  for  a  man  to  afflict  bis  soul,?  Is 
it  to  bow  down  his  head  as  a  bulrush,  and  to 
spread  sackcloth  and  ashes  under  him  ?  Wilt 
thou  call  this  a  fast,  an  acceptable  day  of  the 
Lord  ?  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen  ?  to 
loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  hea¬ 
vy  burdens,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free  ?  Is 
it  not  to  deal  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou 
bring  the  poor  that  are  ca.st  out  of  thy  house  ? 
when  thou  secst  the  naked  that  thou  cover  him; 
and  tliat  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine  own 
flesh? — Isa.  Iviii:  5-7. 

Next,  a  three  d.ays’  meeting  was  called,  and 
tile  Rev.  Mr.  Aikin,  from  Utica,  appeared,  who 
attempted  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  the  Pharisees 
of  old,  not  by  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  when  he 
prayed,  but  by  the  deep  tones  of  the  village  bell 
announcing  that  prayers  were  offered  by  the 
church  early  in  tne  morning.  On  the  first  of 
March,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk,  of  Albany,  was  ob¬ 
tain^,  and  a  four  days’  meeting  was  got  up — 
anxious  seats  were  prepared,  and  the  grand  bat¬ 


tle  commenced — hell  was  uncapped  to  tlio  ima¬ 
gination  of  the  multitude ;  and  Mr.  K.  to  give 
cflect  to  his  eloquence,  made  several  attempts  to 
expose  the  misery  of  the  tenants  ofhis  imagina¬ 
ry  hell,  and  aflected  to  rea;-h  over  the  pulpit, 
and  pluck  Thomas  Jefferso.s  from  the  flames, 
and  expose  him  (between  his  thumb  and  finger) 
to  the  congregation.  He  told  them  of  the  damn¬ 
ing  sins  (if  Air.  J.,  (opposing  Orthodoxy,)  and 
then,  in  the  same  manner  reaching  over  the  desk, 
dropped  him  into  hell  again  I  'I'hen  the  whole 
artillery  of  damnation  was  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  congregation,  and  with  the  vivid  descriptions 
of  hell,  and  the  powers  of  his  eloquence,  seem¬ 
ed  equally  anxious  to  make  his  hearers  fall  in 
love  with  both.  Universalists  were  singled  out! 
as  objects  of  particular  vengeance,  and  were 
made  to  appear  as  bud  ns  a  glowing  imagina¬ 
tion  could  possibly  paint  The  character  ol 
God  was  represented  as  worse  than  the  mostj 
unfeeling  tyrant,  or  savage,  that  ever  lived — 
“as  having  no  compassion  on  sinners’’ — and 
suspending  the  salvation  of  a  world  on  the 
will  of  man  :  and  that  will,  they  contend,  i- 
totally  depraved,  and  wholly  opposed  to  (iud 
and  religion. 

But  they  are  willing  to  grant  that  God  wil! 
come  and  visit  his  heritage,  (although  with  re 
luctaiice,)  when  the  church  can  be  agreed  arnoi  .^ 
themselves  to  get  a  rote  to  have  him  come ;  and 
that  must  depend  on  their  will. 

Slander  has  been  busy  with  her  thousand 
tongues,  and  the  whole  war  has  been  with  Uiii- 
versalists. — \  report  has  gone  through  thi- 
county,  almost  with  the  velocity  of  lightning, 
that  Br.  Grosh  had  renounced  the  faith  of  God’s 
impartial  grace,  and  Br.  Skinner  was  under 
deep  conviction,  and  that  the  writer  of  this, 
had  also  renounced  the  faith  once  delivered  to] 
the  saints,  and  had  become  a  believer  in  their 
soul-destroying  doctrine  of  endless  wo.  “  Like 
priests  like  people’’ — “their  mouths  arc  full  of 
cursing  and  bitterness — destruction  and  misei 
are  in  their  ways,  and  the  way  of  peace  ihejJ 
have  not  know  n.’’  Prayers  have  been  oirerf:(| 
almost  daily,  that  God  “  would  convert  the  pooi  I 
impetiitent,  ungodly,  and  hell-deserving  Uni¬ 
versalists’’  and  that  God  would  stop  the  writer 
of  this  from  preaching ;  strike  him  dumb — “  may 
his  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth — if 
thou  caiist  not  stop  him  in  any  other  way,  stop 
his  breath!’’  Midnight  silence  has  been  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  ravings  of  fanaticism,  until  some 
of  the  most  respectable  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church,  have  withdrawn  entirely. — 
'f*hesc  things  may  remind  the  candid  reader  of 
the  days  of  the  prophet  Elijah,  and  the  prophets 
of  Baal,  (1  Kings  xviii :  22-40,  and  xi.\:  11, 
12,)  when  tliere  was  a  wind — and  an  earth¬ 
quake— and  a  fire — and  the  Lord  was  not  in 
them.  There  was  a  small  still  voice — and  the 
Lord  was  in  the  voice.  Thus  the  brethren  of 
the  faith  of  Abraham  in  this  region  have  been 
stcadlast  and  immoveable,  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  listening  to  the  still  small 
voice,  and  have  at  length  resolved  to  come  out 
from  among  them,  and  be  separate. 

A  SOCIETY  was  organized  in  this  village, 
on  Tuesday,  the  26th  ult.,  agreeably  to  the  sta¬ 
tute,  consisting  of  Sevf..nty-one  male  mcmhirs, 
fifty-six  of  whom  are  heads  of  fiimilies,  the  re¬ 
maining  fifteen  ave  single  men.  They  have 
elected  Esek  Bradford,  Stephen  Gregory,  Abra¬ 
ham  Van  Horne,  Seth  Doubledav,  Jr.  and  Levi 
H.  Pierce,  Trustees;  and  Seth  Doubleday,  Jr., 
Clerk.  The  society  is  composed  of  a  very  re¬ 
spectable  portion  of  community,  and  are  enga¬ 
ged  to  procure  a  place  for  public  worship. 

Amid  the  warring  of  the  moral  elements,  God 
has  appointed  to  favor  Zion  and  to  advance  the 


for  good.  I  think  there  is  very  little  of  tlie 
Christian  in  such  conduct.  J.  S.  F. 

•VVhat  is  the  cause  of  .ill  this  stir  note,  about 
Mr.  Thompson  ?  It  is  almost  three  years  since 
in  a  fit  of  wrath,  he  forsook  our  connexion  be¬ 
cause,  forsooth,  Universalist  societies  had  not 
confidence  enough  in  him  to  employ  him  any 
longer.  However,  any  thing  will  do  for  the 
Orthodox,  if  they  can  only  raise  a  cry  ag.iinst 
Universalists.  They  will  yet  leam  however — 
and  Dr.  Ely  has  already  learned — that  they  have 
no  reason  to  boast  of  Mr.  T.,  for  he  is  yet  far 
from  being  Orthodox ;  or  even  if  he  were,  the 
accession  can  be  of  no  service  to  them.  S. 

Lebanon,  Madison  eo..  May,  1831. 

"I  have  reason  to  thank  God  that  the  veil  of 
superstition  is  rent,  and  the  shackles  are  loosen¬ 
ed  from  the  minds  of  some  of  my  neighbors, 
and  I  pray  God  that  he  may  continue  his  work, 
until  the  whole  world  shall  become  of  one  mind, 
till  discord  shall  cease,  and  nought  but  peace 
and  harmony  prevail  tliroughout  the  universe. 
I  have  to  render  my  unfeigned  thanks  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Littlejohn  for  the  revival  he  has  been 
instrumental  in  creating  in  tliis  place.  His  fa¬ 
natical  preaching  has  caused  some  to  awake  out 
of  their  long  sleep,  and  throw  off  the  traditions 
of  arrogant  priests,  with  which  they  have  been 
so  long  bound.”  Yours,  &c.  A.  J.  N. 
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At  the  rr.«iilencr  of  l«rr  sraminithpr,  Orn.  R.  Karl,  in 
Skaiienlele''.  on  llie  4lli  of  .'Marpli  last,  nf  rniisuniplion. 
Miss  Urtula  Allen,  in  IheSlsi  year  of  her  nje. 

With  litis  yountj  woman  llir  writrr  Inis  enjoyeil  an  r.r- 
qainlnnce  for  iiotirly  two  years.  S!ie  possesseO  a  sedate, 
Meady,  and  inquiring  mind — she  was  IwncvolenI  in  tier 
feelings,  and  nfllible  in  lier  manners ;  lieins  inneh  Iteller 
informed  than  niiiny  of  her  age  and  sex.  Site  had  lu  en 
in  a  declining  stale  of  hivillli,  fitr  fiair  or  five  years,  hut 
was  not  considerttd  in  danger,  until  Seplemlier  last. — 
Tlirougliout  her  illness,  however, she  reiuained  sieadlast 
in  the  Riith  of  Gotl’s  unelianging  gomlness,  anil  liiially  ex> 
pired  in  the  full  contidenre  nf  euj  lyiag  a  happy  iiiiinor- 
talily,  to  be  conferred  on  all  inicliigenees ;  w'hieli  is  a 
fhiitful  sourrc  nf  consolnlion  to  her  extensive  circle  of 
relatives  ami  friends. 

It  may,  however,  he  proper  to  stale,  that  two  or  three 
days  previous  to  the  ilcpartiire  of  this  amiable  young 
lady,  a  young  female  convert  to  the  dogmas  of  modern 
Ortlioduxy,  called  upon  her,  and  tnliilly  disretarding,  in 
her  zeal,  the  feeble  condition  of  the  sick  nnd  dying  'girl, 
(she  being  then  unable  to  speak  above  her  breath,)  with 
much  aliccted  ostentation  look  her  seal  beside  the  bed, 
and  with  eyes  and  bands  raised  in  token  of  extreme  sanr- 
lity  and  astonishment  at  her  .awful  eondilion,  commenced 
an  exhibition  of  tlie  terriflic  llames  and  dreailful  terrors  of 
hell,  telling  the  deceased  that  if  she  did  not  imnieihately 
repent  and  make  her  peace  with  God,  she  mus!  forthwith 
be  hurled  over  tlie  horrible  precipice— or  words  to  that 
eflect.  The  feeble  girl  not  leeling  able  nor  willing  to  hear 
tlie  character  of  lier  Fatlier  in  heaven  thus  defiiriiied,  riiis. 
ed  her  hami  as  a  notice  to  those  who  attended  her,  of  her 
desire  to  have  her  granilfother  come  in. 

He  soon  made  his  app^ranee,  and  that  too,  while  the 
piout  lady  was  engaged  in  her  highest  strains  of  exhort¬ 
ation.  On  entering  tlie  room,  and  discovering  the  fright- 
ful  aspect  which  the  visiting  lady  had  assumed,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  her  peculiar  gestures,  and  her  boisterous 
tone  of  voice,  the  lieo.  mildly  told  her  to  stop,  as  she  w,-is 
doing  the  sick  girl  much  injury— regardless,  however,  of 


the  ihjdneiibhi  she  still  conlinned,  until  he  again  cem- 
inaniled  her  to  desist ;  upon  I'.icli  she  turned  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  Icdow  some  of  the  same,  *pioii>  instraelions’ 
upon  him  ;  telling  him  tliai  I'rsnhi  nitis|  be  hem  again  or 
she  would  \w damned.  The  G  ■neral,  in  a  pl.iin,  decided 
milliner,  then  told  her  that  nrconhiig  to  present  iippear- 
nnres,»Ac  had  never  la'en  “  hjrn  again,"  ne.ther  had  she 
any  religion.  “  What  have  1  '.’oi  ?”  inipiircd  the  lady — 
“  You  have  ignorance  and  superstition,"  replied  he. 

After  irtiirn.iiig  her  in  whi.t  light  he  viewed  her  con¬ 
duct — how  she  came  by  her  reli!,i ms  r.otiort- — ai.d  that 
she  appeared  to  possess  an  abuhilance  of  zeal,  hut  very 
little  knoKledge, — her  “  pious”  labors  eiideil,  the  sioriii 
she  had  attempted  to  raise  was  hushed,  and  (Ma.ce  en¬ 
sued.  J.f.  Jr. 

In  Ic'ydeit,  on  the  evening  of  the  20lh  ult.,  of  the  pleu¬ 
risy,  .Mr.  Cyrus  /fc/mtre,  aged  dl  jcurs.  ili.s  fimrr.nl 
wa.s  altended  the  tsiindav  litilowiiig,  and  a  numerous  and 
attentive  nudience  maniliv.cd  their  esteem  li>r  the  depart¬ 
ed,  in  the  sinci-rest  tokeii.sofsympnlh> — while  the  writer 
of  this  di.scoursed  on  Itom.  viil :  it^,  dO. 

Ut'.  Wetinore  was  a  man  nf  true  moral  worth,  and  had 
for  some  time  been  a  believi  r  in  the  ‘  Ahrnhamic  faith.’ 
He  was  a  member  ofthe  B.Hinville  L'niversalist  society, 
of  which  he  was  also  clerk.  I'or  some  months  prcv.oes 
to  his  illness,  he  had  lived  in  the  ino.st  happy  finime  of 
mind,  tiring  cheered  by  the  rays  of  that  gospel  which  se¬ 
cures  life  imniortal  to  a  world,  and  te-titied  his  sincerity 
by  the  fruits  of  his  lile,  and  last,  hut  not  least,  in  the  pitace 
of  his  death.  tSacreil  Ih!  his  memory ! 

A  sorrowing  widow,  three  orphan  Indies,  and  a  nu¬ 
merous  circle  of  kindred  and  friend.s,  mingle  their  griefr, 
by  this  sad  bereavement.  .Alay  God  sfipport  them ! 

1  cannot  eonelude  this  nnt.ee  without  coinniending  the 
high  toned  lilMTaliiy  and  chiir.ty,  inmnfested  liy  itr.  el- 
inore’s  own  parents  and  others  ol'his  f,  iends,  w  ho  cheer- 
liilly  consented  that  the  funeral  ser\  ices  should  he  per¬ 
formed  by  a  I'niversalist  preacher,  at  the  suggi  stl.,n  of 
the  widow’,  though  they  were  ineniliers  of  other  ehuri'las. 
The  language  ol'their conduct  to  tlie  world,  is,  “  Go  thou 
and  do  likewi-se.”  S*.  W.  F. 

Ill  Senneit,  Cayuga  county,  on  the  g'li  ult.,  widow  A'u- 
sanna  lUmen,  in  the  .“■tlili  year  of  her  age,  alter  stillering 
for  years,  the  inlirniilies  of  age  and  aliiictive  disrgi.se. — 
ishe  was  hitig  a  nieinis'r  ofthe  Ibiptist  church,  nnd  in  lile, 
udoriied  the  doctrines  ofthe  cross  oft'hrist.  t^liedied  in 
ri'Toneiliathiti  and  hope  of  a  blessed  inimortahly,  leaving 
numerous  relatives  to  mourn  her  loss. 

•Mso,  in  the  saute  place,  on  the  U.'S'h  ult.,  JIrs.  Pamela, 
wile  OI  I'apt.  Ile/.ekiah  Boweii,  of  a  lingering  ainl  alitic- 
tive  consuiiiptloii,  which  she  bore  with  (.  hrisnaii  patience 
and  resigtiution.  C“he  was  an  active  and  useful  member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  in  t-.ainetl.  By  her  de.atli,  a  hus¬ 
band  is  bereaved  ol'a  liiithliil,  kind  nnd  pious  conipntiiou, 
children  ofti  tender  mother,  society  an. I  friends  of  one  of 
tlie  excellent  of  the  earth,  and  the  church  of  Gisl  of  a 
bright  and  shining  light.  “  Blessed  arc  the  dead  that  die 
in  tile  l,,ord.” 

FAT.\I<  .\tTll)I'.NT. — InPliiladelphia,  Jcllersoncp. 
on  the  ’il't  nit.,  .Mr.  Lorenzo  ChudKirk,  aliout  III  years 
of  nge,  was  at  work  on  a  stone  building,  atmut  ten  feet 
from  the  ground,  when  he  tell  and  broke  his  litick.  He 
liverl  als'iit  one  week  aller  the  ta  cidenl.  iMr.  C'nadw  ick 
Wiis  a  very  rr'spectable  young  man,  and  guve^reat  pro- 
mi.-e  of  usefelness.  In  his  death  a  nmnla-r  of  relatives 
and  friend.-i  are  iinide  to  mourn — but  we  trust  it  is  not  as 
those  without  hope.  it.  .M. 


Associations.  ^Totices,  etc. 

The  I'nioB  .d»jari«(ion  of  l  iiiver.s.ah.sts  will  meet  in 
Clnciniiati,  Ohio,  on  the  fourtii  iiialur.lay  and  sSunday  in 
May  iiisl. 

The  Houthern  /fsnorintioMofUnivcrsalists  will  hold  its 
annual  session  nt  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  the  tidrd  Wcdac.s- 
day  and  Thursday  in  this  niontli. 

The  yeic-Hampshire  Association  of  I'niversalists  will 
hold  it.s  annual  se.ssion  at  Newport,  N.  H.,  on  the  last 
Wednesday  nnd  Thursdtiy  (23th  nnd  26th)  inst. 

The  Central  Association  of  I'niversalists  of  the  Plate 
of  New- York,  will  be  holden  at  Ccrlarville,  Herkiti'er  co. 
on  the  first  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  June  next. 

The  yeic-York  and  Philadelphia  Association  of  I'ni- 
versiilists  will  meet  in  West  Chester,  Chester  county.  Pa. 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  21st  nnd  22<l  of  May  insttinl. — 
Mini.sieriiig  brethren  from  the  East  and  North  are  ear¬ 
nestly  inviletl  to  atieiid,  ifthey  cun  possibly  make  it  con¬ 
venient  solo  do. 

The  friemls  of,  nnd  believers  in  the  gospel  of  unirersal 
reconciliation,  will  meat  at  the  Pchoolhousc,  ne.ar  Gen. 
R.  Etirl’s,  Skanenleles,  on  .Monday,  the  6lh  day  of  June, 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  ihcm.«eve8  into  a  reli¬ 
gious  soc,icty,  according  to  law.  It  is  hoped  that  ns  many 
will  attend  as  can  make  it  convenient.  By  request, 

J.  CHASE,  Jr. 


The  L'liion  Meetinghouse,  erected  at  Salisbury  Four 
Comers,  by  the  I’niversalists  nnd  DaplisLx,  will  be  detli- 
cateil  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  on  Wednesday, 
the  23lh  of  May  inst.  Dedicatory  sermon  on  the  part  of 
the  I’nivers.'ilisls,  by  Br.  S.  R.  Smith,  of  Clinton — ilte 
speaker  on  the  pert  of  the  Baptists  not  yet  known.  Min¬ 
istering  brethren  are  generally  invited  to  ultend. 

The  I'niversalist  3Ieeiinghouse  lately  erected  at  Cedar- 
ville,  will  be  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God,  oh  Thurs- 
daj-,  the  20th  inst.  Sermon  by  Br.  D.  Skinner.  Minis- 
tcring  brethren  generally  invited  to  atlend. 

Br.  )('.  Rullard  will  preach  at  Volney,  (Oswego,)  near 
(ia^per’s,  on  the  fourth  Sunday  inst.,  in  the  day,  and  at 
Fiiltoi ,  at  5  o’clock,  P.  M.— at  Oswego  village,  on  the 
Tne.sday  following,  at  early  candlelishling — at  linioo 
S.iuare,  on  the  Thursday  following,  at  early  candlelight- 
iug — mid  at  Fulton,  on  the  ftllh  Sunday  insl.,  during  the 
day,  and  at  Yoiiiey,  ut  3  o’clock,  P.  31.,  of  same  day. 

I5r.  J.  Chase, Jr.  will  preach  at  the  Sclioolhou.se,  near 
Cn|it.  J.  Weils’,  in  Van  Boren,  Unoiidagu  county,  on  tlie 
f  f.h  Sunday  instant,  morning  and  afternoon,  and  at  tlie 
S'hoolhouse,  netir  J.  Karls,  E.sq.,  nt  S  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Hr.  S.  IF.  Eu/fer  will  preach  nt  Lima,  in  the  L’nivrr- 
stdist  .Meetinghouse,  near  North  Uloonilield,on  the  fourth 
Sund.ay,  thr22d  of  .May. 

Br.  Warren  Sirnner.of  C.ivendish,  Vt.,  will  preach  at 
O.-wego  village,  on  the  fiiurth  Sunday  (22;l  day)  of  .May. 
Also,  at  Cohesse,  O  wvejo  county,  on  .Monday,  the  251 
in.si.,  ut  3 o’clock,  P.  .M. 


I.F.TTKIIS  CO.NTAI.M.NG  KK3I1TTANCES, 
Rccciced  at  this  ojfice  during  the  treek, ending  May  II. 

K.  W.  C.,  Bainbridge,  }527— J.  P.,  M.assena,  65— D. 
F.,  Cairo,  B1 — P.  .M.,  Carboiidide,  (Penn.)  $1 — P.  M., 
I.exington,  (O.)  ®l— J.  F.  W.,  Gcneseo,  63— P.  M., 
Hanover,  (N.  H.)  612 — P.  .M.,  Cuughnawaga,  SI — M’. 
R.,  Sandgute,  (Vt.)  S12 — J.  S.  !>.,  Pembroke,  SJ— H. 
.M.,  Oriswohl’s  -Mills,  54. 5U — T.  S.,  Onondaga  Hollow, 
53— J.  S.  F.,  York,  &1— W.  A.,  Troy,  61. 


The  er.thiisi.'isl  ha?  justly  been  cempnred  to  n  man 
walking  In  afog;  every  thing  immediately  around  him, 
or  in  contact  w  uh  him,  tip|.ears  sulliciently  clear  and  hi- 
lu'iioi  s,  but  beyond  the  little  circle  of  which  hiii.selfia 
the  supposed  centre,  nil  is  iid.-i,  anil  error,  and  confusion 
— hill  ti|Min  mature  cor, siderotion,  it  is  a.srcrtained,  tliat 
he  is  equally  ns  much  in  the  liig  as  his  neighbors. 

Tliegrealesi  fi  iend  to  Truth  is  Time  ;  her  greatest  enr. 
my  is  Prejudice,  and  her  constant  companion  is  Humility. 

Fi'icndshiii  otlen  ends  in  lore  f  but  love  in  friendship 
never. 

Bigotry  murders  Religion  that  she  may  frighten  fuota 
with  her  ghost. 

The  censure  ofthe  envious  is  for  more  creditable  than 
their  praise — for  they  praiec  only  that  wliieh  thryciui 
surpass,  hut  that  which  sitrpasses’f/icm  they  censure. 

Death  is  the  liberator  of  him  whom  freedom  rtmnol  r»- 
leasr,  Ihr  physician  of  him  whom  medicine  cannot  cure, 
and  the  coialorier  of  him  whom  time  cannot  console. 

I/'t  not  thy  recretitions  be  expensive,  lest  tiic  pain  of 
purchiising  them  exceed  the  plcttsure  thou  bust  in  llieir 
enjoymeni. 

Trust  no  man  liefire  ihoti  hast  tried  him  ;  yet  mistrust 
not  without  reason,  it  is  uncharitable. 

Boast  not  of  lhy.»clf,  for  it  shall  bring  contempt  upoa 
thee ;  neither  deride  another  for  it  is  dangerous. 
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